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FIRSTS Z
C AL those yeurs since the
Iv‘rmnm" of %3 the ')"(l"‘.’xfl
movemens iricd to convince
s,zu,upk blic of tha folly
vudertaken in Viefnam m_xts
collective mame., Al those
years, thecugh {the une
dergrouwnd  press, - through
deronstrations and teach-ins,
through CVELY 1nesns at hand
the movement »,Ou»_"ht to - ap-

he marmer
wore

thay

Ameri invelvement | in
Iudoc}um, 25 to the mneihods
employed there, as fo the
motivatica for being thore in
the first place,

) ilvsmn'm( sithstance of the
information leaked from the

Penlagon papers snnmrts
vmua«“' every positica the
peace moverment has adopled
si;1ce its inception. Small
wonder that they are behind ifs
distripution. Small wonder
this mnmnh‘aflon, ag the

previous one might well have, .

tried to suppress further

- dissemination of that ine
foym;&hon. .
Looking at the sofar

- published -segments of the
. Pentagonpapers wesee a lot of

movement rhetorie - ¢

standing
Llong in the light

of con-
Early

N.Y.

vw“\y

statements of efforts such as
“Stoo the Diaft Week,” and the
Vict Naia Day Commitiac
cs,\:ppsc». clandesting U.S. soz'tics
across Asian  bordors. The
e m"on DAPErS comum tnc
prosecuiion of covert milita

activities in Jzos and uotth
Vietnam, Pesition papers
plwﬂntrd at .early feach-ins
argued that € per cent of the
gou h Vietnanese population
did not desirz ow presence in
their cmmh} It now develops
that even President Ngo Din
Diem, & pro-veesiern puntlrul,
elected with considerable
American. assistance, initially
discouraged cwr inlcrvention,

The feach-in arguemnts, ag
well as ihosc fox\x.(n ded by
virtuedly every anti-war gronp
tn daie, held that the Vieinam
p(,uflac'u ;& civilwar, not a war
of North Vi_etné;mcse
aggression. In the stolen report
a Ceniral Intelligence Agency
evaluation of 10683 states thal
Viel Cong strength is centercd
notin Ianoi hut in the south. In
a later communigue that CIA v
analysts curtly dismiss -tije
domine theory, a pet fallacy of
the Johnson drew thal sought
to justify owr actions in Viet-
nam on the grounds that a
111[;11‘},' defeat there would

" raids r""

- delenss aive

Malid .

Ai’ rilie election of 1064 and
the onsat of massive U5, air
-..I\o‘d Visinan
and the deploymnent of U5,
gromnd ir(so‘u in large nme
bers i South Vietuain, the still
small peace move mont 2llaged
{hat President Johnsen lad

hetrayed  his ampaign
vrorpises and ong a"(’d us iiv a
viar in Asia b) a plan
formed prior {o the election.
The papers reveal the drafting
of such a plan dwring the
summer of 1854, Some mmd 0
in congressionul anti-war
circles  the .suggestion was
made that the Gulf of Tonkin
incident, an -ostensible atiack
upen American destroyers

carcicd out by North Viet-
NAMese g,unbof.t.s in in-
ternational - waters, was
distorted for purposcs of
persuasion. The papers balray
thai tnc.nt:'x":s, far from being
xmpmvo ed, were - p,srt of a
yed against 4 raid
on coastal islands, of the
democratic republic of Morih
¥Yietnam, car rlul out by our

Callies under CIA supervisiona/ ¢

Perhaps the most damning
fruths to emerge from t_he
report, the solidest support it
throws behind anti-war forces,
lies in the overall confirmealtion
of the accusation that our
wilitary cornmitment to South

Vietnam is no accident, never

wag, W&aSs & calculated
political move about which we
were all deceived from the
outset, Staies former Assistant
])cfcn.se Secretary  John

) limdmm y7ar,

clsewhere tha

.11"’ ouf Irctives in 4
v entered “N
per cent to av wl » humiliating
defeat; 20 per cent {o )
South Vielnam from Chino
hends: 10 pei cent to allow tr

¥

pe op‘c of South Vietnara b

cnjoy A Imw* froa life.
Lm&mly hat revelation b
credence fo the wvords of Dy
Daiicl Kllskerg that “the yng
to whormn {he (&.mcnm
pooy ple) gave 5o much res
2nd trust ‘as well as pove
regarded them as con
{empluously as they regards
our allies.”

1t hias already been slate
{ {he paper
veveal liltle that was entirel
heretofore unknown, What th
papers amowl to, and this i
impertant, is & signed ¢
fcwon to mosl of the wort
accusations of the wae critics

Qver the past 10 yvems &1
war scholars like I"oz
Chomsky, Jehn "Galbrait
Tounsend Hopes, aud anti-ws
journalists  like Harrise
Salisbury, had secen the pa
nic:im:s nature of our e3
panding role in Indoching an
exposed its dangers to th
public, T can recall reports 0
U.S. alrocities dating Lo 1857,
the Stockholm trinls cond.ucta
by Beartrand Russell and Jear
Paul Sartre. The accuracy ¢
much of whitt has heen said ha
only gmumnbl) heen aceepla
by & nation anxious {o belisv

ity loaders.

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA;RDP80-01601 R000300360103-9



